On a certain day the blessed Francis was journeying to
Siena, and he found near to the city a great flock of sheep.
And he gave them salutation, as was his wont, and the
sheep ceased their feeding and went after him and gazed
into his face and made him such welcome that the shep-
herds wondered greatly.
And once when the blessed Francis was at Santa Maria
di Porziuncola, there was given to him a ewe-lamb, which
he received gladly because of her simplicity and innocence,
and he recommended her to be intent in praising God
and to be careful to give no offence to the brethren; and
the ewe-lamb fully observed the command of the blessed
Francis, as if she manifestly knew his piety. And when
she heard the brethren chant in the choir, she ran thither
straightway and, without receiving any instruction, she
knelt before the altar of the Virgin Mary and bleated as
though she had human sense, and at the elevation of the
Body of Christ she knelt down like a human creature
shaming the slothful by her readiness.
At a time when the Blessed Francis was at Rome,
he tended a lamb there for a certain while, and when he
departed he left it in charge of a lady, by name Madonna
Jacopa di Sette Soli, and whenever she went to church
the lamb went with her, as if it were an animal reasonable
and instructed in the things of the Spirit; and if the lady
did not rise betimes in the morning, it roused her with
its horns and with its voice and so persuaded her to go
to Church. And so this Lamb, disciple of the blessed
Francis, became by these means a teacher of doctrine
and godly devotion.
At another time, when the blessed Francis was at the
place Greccio, there was presented to him alive a wild
leveret; and he took it in his hands. Then he set it on
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